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First Congregational Church UCC
412 4th Street Manistee Mi

From The Pastor

Dear Friends,
What a month August was! Our rummage sale exploded to a level I don't think anyone
anticipated. We had a hallway full of furniture, the old nursery was full of clothing, the old
Sunday School room full of outdoor and sports, and there was so much stuff in the Fellowship
Hall we ended up using the first part of the Lower Northex as well! It took countless hours, a
large number of volunteers, arranging and rearranging of everything at least twice, but we
succeeded! And for two days people we coming in and seeing our beautiful church, engaging
in conversation with our amazing church members, taking tours, a couple of brave souls even
went all up the clocktower, and they all did a little shopping while they were here. The
rummage sale was a huge success, Deb is still working on the official numbers, and there are a
few items we are hoping will get picked up soon. I am amazed at how much our little
congregation can achieve when we work together. A huge thank you to Sandy for putting
this all together and the number of church members who came in to help set up, sort through
the multitude of offerings, work the sale itself and come back afterwards to make sure things
that didn't sell left the building. A thank you to the number of members, and friends who
donated so many amazing treasures and a big thank you to all you shopped! We really
couldn't have done it without all of you!
Now it seems September is upon us. I think for many, the season of Fall feels like the end of
something, we see the trees and our gardens enter a time rest, as their leaves turn brown and
they fall, we say goodbye to summer, and long lazy days at the beach, the sun seems to set
even earlier than we remember. But I have come to see each new season not as an ending
but as the start of the next big thing. If you look you will see that September comes so many
new beginnings. Our teachers and students are starting a new school year, Soon you will
hear me advertise youth group, confirmation, book clubs and Bible studies, as the church
"falls" back into a busier rhythm.
While we don't have a formal worship series planned until we begin our annual Stewardship
discussion in November, you might notice an emphasis on Communion and God's invitation
to be together at God's table. I have done a lot of study on communion, and the different
theological ideas behind it, but that kind of study can feel heady, and cumbersome. So as we
return to familiar fall rhythm, I invite you to take a moment and think about what
Communion means to you? What special gift do you find when you come to God's table?
What is it about the invitation that brings you back time and time agin?
Blessings,
Pastor Liz
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Worship Team

We wish all of our students, teachers, and other educational workers a wonderful
school year!
Our next communion Sunday will be Sept. 5.
Teachers and Students are welcome to bring their backpacks, lunchboxes or favorite
school supply in for our annual Blessing of the Backpacks on Sept. 11th.
~Nanci Swenson and Joanne Cotugno

Outreach: September Monthly Mission: Senior Center
September’s Monthly Mission will be to supply the
Manistee Senior Center with fresh produce 2 times for
the month of September. The senior center does a food
BINGO each Wednesday, and the 50-70 people that
attend love “fresh produce” day . The fresh produce days
are September 7 and 21. So, if you have gardens, it’s a
good way to share. If you have fruit trees, they’d love
fresh fruit, or hit the sales at the grocery store. We
would collect on Sunday, (Sunday the 4th and 18th) and
a volunteer will drop off before Wednesday. If you’re
interested in dropping food off, or helping with the actual
BINGO events, sign up, and I will get you the
information. Sarah Howard will explain the opportunities
at the senior center and the services it provides when
she visits us on Sunday September 11.

September Birthdays
Family Faith Formation!
Please plan to join us on
September 11th for the next
family faith formation event.
After Coffee Hour there will be
two faith formation activities to
choose from. Jessica will lead a
discussion in the Parlor and
Pastor Liz will lead the young
and young at heart in a lesson
and fun activity. Every one is
welcome!

Sept. 1- Solana Postma
Sept 6- Roger Zielinski
Sept. 8- Sara Zielesch
Sept 14- Heather Niesen
Sept 15- Ruth Thornley
Bill Kennedy

Sept. 16 - Kyle Ohman
Sept. 17- Kathi Gumpper
Sept. 19- Judd Brown
Sept. 20- Deb Sorenson
Sept. 26- Mary Lewis
Sept. 28- Stu Swiger
Ben Brown

Happy Anniversary
Sept. 18- Lars and Deanne Berentsen
Sept. 22- Deb and Chris Sorenson
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Moderator's Musings

September is upon us, and we should all be so thankful for an absolutely wonderful
summer season of sunny days, moderate temperatures, low humidity, and just enough
rain to keep everything green and in full bloom! We truly are blessed to be able to live in
such a beautiful place where we are not only comfortable, but safe and secure.
With school starting up again we can just feel the combination of excitement,
anticipation that is often tinged with a bit of anxiety over what this new school year will
look like for the youngsters of all ages. I am sure it is not just the students that are feeling
these emotions, but also their teachers who have the awesome task of educating this
next generation to take on the challenges of our world. Our professional educators in our
public schools deserve not just our prayers, but also our respect and recognition for the
amazing job they do every day in their classrooms.
I also hope that September will herald a return to the sanctuary for Sunday worship
services for more of you in this congregation. We have been steadily seeing more and
more folks in the pews as the danger of serious Covid infections dwindles slowly and we
all become more comfortable socializing with others. Gathering as a family of faith is
one of the strongest factors in sustaining a strong congregation. The messages that
Pastor Liz is preparing and delivering each Sunday are consistently providing excellent
meaningful guidance on how best to deal with the problems and challenges we face in
today’s world. Our beautiful newly- renovated sanctuary is ready to welcome you back to
joining us from your favorite pew at 10AM each Sunday morning.
Progress continues raising funds to payback the loans we took from the Endowment
Fund and the Glass Sticks and Bricks Fund to complete the sanctuary renovation. We are
very close to meeting our goal to obtain the generous $20,000 matching challenge.
Please continue to keep this opportunity to help in your conversations with friends and
family.
Kudos to Sandy Turk and her crew who worked so hard to have a very successful
rummage sale. This fund raiser helped us reduce the amount of money we have to
withdraw from the Endowment Fund for our annual operating expenses. This event also
helped us to welcome more people into our building and demonstrate our willingness
to work for the benefit of the entire Manistee community!
Let’s get ready to welcome the autumn season cheering on our favorite football teams
and enjoying the fellowship of everyone in our congregation!
See YOU in church!
John Helge.
Cell Phone: 616-915-2403.
Email: johnmhelge@gmail.com

UCCMANISTEE.ORG

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2022

Please Sign Up!

In the Fellowship Hall there are 3 sign up sheets! Something for everyone to get involved. You can
host coffee hour (ask Mary or Stu if you need help!) You can sign up to greet and hand out bulletins on
Sunday Morning! We are also looking for people who would like to help lead worship by reading scripture
(sometimes called a liturgist).
Pastor Liz will be happy to answer any questions you might have.

Crafts
The craft group is busy and with many different projects. We are making gnome ornaments, pet
mats, ornaments in different languages, to name a few.
If anyone has some white yarn lying around they want to donate, the craft group could use
some for a current project they are working on. We meet on Wednesday 9-12 if you can stop in for
a while to help. Everyone is Welcome!

Early Fall Bible Study
Please Consider joining us for
a Special Fall Bible Study.
Tuesday or Thursdays at
7:00pm
Online with Zoom each
Tuesday starting Sept 13th *if
enough people are interested
Or in person each Thursday
starting September 15th.
No need to commit to all six,
please come as often as you
can or as often as you like.
Let Pastor Liz know if you are
interested.

Women's Fellowship
There has been an interest shown in starting a
women’s fellowship group again. If you’re interested
in organizing and implementing this, please talk to
Pastor Liz. I am not able to take this on right now, but
would certainly be a participant! :) Sandy
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Governing Board Meeting

The August Governing Board Meeting was cancelled.

Rummage Sale
The rummage sale was a wonderful success! There were so many hands that
helped make it a success. The donations were so eclectic and interesting that
everyone found something to buy! The sorting and arranging, and rearranging of
items was quite a treat to say the least. Then the two days of the sale were just plain
fun. There were demos, modeling, lots of influencing and silliness. We all enjoyed
the downtime with each other as well as the soup from Liz and brownies from
Joanne, plus the other treats! Our total is still pending the sale of a few items, but it
was definitely worth the time and effort involved. Thank you to everyone that brought
and/or bought items, and to everyone that helped in any way. We couldn’t have
done it without you!

Garden Angels

Sally Mason is hoping to build and install raised bed
planters on the South side of the church.
Each raised bed will cost $30 to build, and we would
like to have 4 of them. If you would like to help and
sponsor a raised bed please let Pastor Liz or Sally
know.

Office Hours
Deb will be in the office Tuesday-Thursday from 9am-Noon
Pastor Liz will be in the office as much as possible Tuesday-Thursday. Pastor Liz will be out of
town September 5th-September 10th. If you need to contact her when she is out of office, her
email remains the best option, or call her home phone.
Reminder: During office hours please use the door bell so that Deb can buzz you in from her
desk. the keypad lock is only for use when Deb isn't in the building.

Marybeth Kennedy's daughter Andrea is helping to raise money and awareness for families living FSH
Muscular Dystrophy (FSHD). She is participating in a "Walk & Roll" and then money she will riase will
support programs and funding research that will directly impact patients and their families living with
FSH Muscular Dystrophy (FSHD). For those of you who are not aware, Crew (Marybeth's grandson)
who is 13 years old was diagnosed one year ago with FSHD and
although he is already starting to lose upper body muscle function,
he just wants to be a teenager like everyone else. His lower body
has not yet been affected, and Crew is looking forward to downhill
ski season and spending as much time as possible at Mulligan's
Hollow with his friends. FSHD is slowly progressive and eventually
can affect all upper and lower muscle function. There is hope! There
is a medication in stage 3 clinical trials that has shown great potential
at slowing the progress of this disease. We pray that this will be
available to Crew in the next few years. Please help Crew by joining us
in a short morning walk along the river, (see QR code to register for FREE) and/or by donating to the
FSHD Society to assist in bringing Crew closer to a cure!!
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Faith Formation
It seems as though, with the blink of an eye, we have moved from a season where we're writing long form
and reading novels to catching up on e-mails and making bullet point lists of all the things that need fixed &
accomplished,
So let's get down to business, shall we?
1. Banned Book Club / Wednesday / September 28th / 7:00pm
All are invited to join our community book club, meeting for the first time to discuss All American Boys by
Brendan Kiely & Jason Reynolds.
All American Boys was first banned for profanity, drug use, alcoholism, and because it was thought to
promote anti-police views & contain divisive topics. We believe that because of these very topics &
relationship tensions, it is exactly the kind of book we should be in conversation about with our community.
We would love to have you join us!
2. Evening Bible Study / Tuesday via ZOOM @ 7pm OR Thursday in person @ 7pm
We are excited, once again, to come together to discuss scriptures that are centered on communion and
how we both engage with the body of Christ while also leaving the table to share our gifts with the world.
Looking forward to seeing you on screen or face to face!
Please let Pastor Liz know if you would like to join us (especially if you prefer zoom)!
3. Faith Formation Sunday / Sunday / September 11th / 11:30ish
We are truly all excited to meet, once again, to connect and discuss themes shared throughout 1
Corinthians in the parlor as the young (and young at heart) gather together to both grow in faith and
relationship with one another.
Both classes are looking for volunteers to step in and teach a class or two, or lead the children in an
activity. Please see Pastor Liz or Jess Rozga-DeBoni if you're interested.
4. Blessing of the Backpacks / Sunday / September 11th / 10:00am
Teachers, students, aids, and all those who are beginning a new year of education are encouraged to bring
their backpacks, lunch boxes, brief cases, gym bags, or even a musical instrument, or whatever you would
like to bless as we begin a new year. As a faith community we want to offer prayers and blessings for all,
that this year is a success, filled with joy, learning and healthy growth.
5. Youth Group!
As we anticipate the school year ahead we are looking for the following:
- Volunteers! If you are interested in connecting with truly some of the most amazing youth Manistee has to
offer, I would whole-heartedly encourage you to connect with Pastor Liz to discuss ways in which you can
spend time with our youth group. Golly, they are a great group of kids who truly will increase your faith but
also need adults to support them in this season.
- Middle School / High School Students! If you haven't yet taken the time to fill out the Google Form sent to
you from Pastor Liz, please (I'm begging you) take a moment to fill it out. We love you. We value you. We
want to see you! So please fill it out and submit ASAP. All submissions are anonymous.
With so many opportunities to both connect & share in life together we hope to see you in one way or
another. We love you.
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